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UNCG NEWS 

Thank you once again. 
As 2022 gently merges into 2023 its time for a round of  
“thank yous”once again, so I’m sure you will join me in  
expressing  my sincere thanks to the whole team for the 
efforts they have put in to the project over the last 12 
month period.

Once again our ever growing group of volunteers have 
done us proud with their efforts to transform the way the 
reserve both looks and feels. I’ve lost count of the number 
of trees and shrubs we have planted over the last two 
Winter periods but a rough estimate would be in excess of 
2,000 if we include hedging plants. I look forward to the 
day when the areas planted up are established enough to 
be freed of their plastic tree guards and nature takes over.

Thanks again to all the Trustees for the unseen hours they 
put in, and thanks to a growing number of benefactors, 
many who choose to remain anonymous, but who have 
nevertheless helped us achieve even more with their 
generous donations.  Once again it has been a privilege 
and an  honour to work with these guys over the last year. 

I have deliberately chosen not to name any individuals, 
(essentially because there are now too many to name and 
God forbid I should miss someone out) but I’m sure they, 
and you, know who they are, so thank you all for your 
unerring efforts in 2022, they are hugely appreciated by us 
all.

A Happy New Year! 

A look to the future. 

What will 2023 bring? Well I suppose none of 
us really know for sure but I am fairly 
confident things will change even without our 
intervention.

For example over the last two years or so we 
have seen the North meadow slowly evolving 
from an area of clear open water when it was 
first refilled, through stages where blanket 
weed and algae were growing strongly. The 
beautiful blooming of the Purple loosestrife in 
the early Summer continues to spread and this 
Summer most open water was covered in Duck 
weed which is now slowly disappearing thanks 
to the cold weather and the birds.

Some of the changes we have introduced are 
still in the early stages and the reserve will 
continue to evolve, with coppiced trees 
showing re-growth, newly planted trees slowly 
getting established and areas of newly created 
open water evolving. Personally watching these 
changes evolve is the biggest reward I get from 
the work we are doing. For more of our 
planned changes to the reserve see page 5.
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Wintery scenes. 

A proper Winter cold spell! 

The beauty of Winter. 

This months header photograph of a lovely 
view over the frozen North meadow was 
taken by Janet who along with Stuart supplied 
most of the stunning Winter scenes shown 
opposite.

The images of hoar frost on the plants, 
cobwebs and fence were taken by Janet on her 
early morning walk around the reserve while 
the images looking back across the North 
meadow and Dry lagoon were taken by Stuart 
during a Thursday work party.

Although not to everyone’s liking, providing 
you are dressed appropriately, an early 
morning walk on a clear crispWinter morning 
I think is a real pleasure, especially if there 
has been a hoar frost. This happens usually 
when a hard frost combines with early Misty 
conditions, the moisture in the air freezes as 
it comes into contact with all the already 
frozen surfaces causing the growing formation 
of ice crystals as seem on the image of the 
fence opposite and on this thin branch below.
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Seen in December. 

 A group of three Roe deer were spotted using the frozen 
North meadow as a short cut during the recent cold spell. I 
think this is the Doe and her twin fawns which have been seen 
regularly around the reserve over recent months. 

A fox was also spotted during dusk making his way across the 
ice but I’m sure he/she had more sinister things in mind, with 
large groups of Coot and Moorhens roosting around the edges! 
Eventually when the thaw set in some of the regular Duck 
species started to return with Tufted duck, Shoveler, Teal, 
Gadwall and Mallard all being seen. 

Large numbers of Coot and Moorhen have also been seen 
feeding on the last remaining areas of Duckweed, it seems 
they have all moved from the now clear Dry lagoon to the 
North meadow where the ever shrinking food source is slowly 
disappearing. More on Decembers sightings on page 6.

“Buglife” update. 

We were very pleased to welcome Louis 
Harrington-Edmans of Buglife (https://
www.buglife.org.uk/) to Unstead recently, in 
the hope that he could give us some advice in a 
couple of areas. 
One of Buglife’s major initiatives is the 
establishment of B-Lines, a nationwide 
network of insect pathways, with the intention 
of linking and/or creating wildflower rich 
grasslands to go at least some way to replacing 
the 97% of this habitat lost in the past 100 
years. There’s a truly impressive map of these 
pathways on their website and, as Unstead is 
slap-bang in the middle of one running from 
Guildford to Godalming, it seemed to be a 
natural fit with what we are all trying to achieve 
here. 
We already have a joint work-party with Surrey 
Wildlife Trust scheduled for 28th February, 
when it is hoped that we can further reduce the 
coarse, tussocky grass on the western side of 
the South Meadow. The intention would then be 
to seed with perennial wildflowers which, over 
a period of a few years, would hopefully result 
in a habitat suitable for insects generally and 
pollinators in particular. However, the cost of 
good quality native seed will be considerable 
and it may be possible for Buglife to assist in 
this area. 
We also discussed how best to survey the insect 
life at Unstead, as we simply don’t have the in-
house expertise to do this in the same way as 
we do for the likes of butterflies and moths. 
Louis suggested that an alternative would be to 
hold an annual BioBlitz day in late spring/early 
summer. Hopefully, this would involve as many 
of us as possible spending a few hours at 
Unstead netting all the bugs you can find, with 
experts on hand to then identify what has been 
found. Hopefully, there will be more specific 
details of this nearer the time. 
 Louis’ visit was very encouraging and thought-
provoking and we look forward to working 
with him and his colleagues in the future – 
thanks Louis, (and Peter Cornish for this 
article). 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/
https://www.buglife.org.uk/
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Other social media options. 

Men and their sheds…..

Volunteer news. 

The new shed. 

Due to your generosity in supplying us with 
free tools and the growing number of regular 
volunteers we now have, storage space has 
become unbearably limited, to the point 
where a typical Thursday volunteer session 
would begin by almost emptying the shed to 
get access to the tools needed for the days 
activities. 

A situation that we felt could only get worse 
with time, needed a long term solution, so 
the decision was made by the trustees to 
purchase a new larger shed. 

However we were caught out by a very 
prompt delivery date, over a month ahead of 
the anticipated date. This meant work had to 
begin straight away to get the base ready 
before delivery, the already almost level hard 
standing formed the base of the shed which 
was raised off the ground by utilising the 
spare concrete blocks from the old 
demolished lagoons.

Thanks to a brilliant team effort led and 
organised by Stuart the shed was delivered, 
treated with another coat of preservative and 
the main shed structure including the roof 
was erected all in one day. Further sessions to 
fit the doors, windows and finally felt the 
roof mean that we will very shortly be in the 
position to start fitting out the shed interior 
with a small workshop area as well as the 
much needed accessible storage space.

We also have plans to create a covered area 
in front of the shed which will give us some 
much needed cover from the elements on 
bad weather days.

We dig (more) trees. 
Thanks to the continued support of The Woodland Trust, The 
Conservation Volunteers ( TCV) and Surrey County Council we 
have again been able to source more free trees to plant around 
the reserve. Unfortunately we had to cancel the December 
Sunday volunteer planting session due to the ground being 
frozen, this meant that 500 trees were held in storage in my shed 
until the ground finally thawed out. In the meantime another 
400 trees were delivered from SCC, meaning we had 900 trees 
to plant rather urgently. 

Yet again the amazing group of volunteers came up trumps with 
some agreeing to an extra volunteer day on Tuesday 20th where 
over 500 trees were planted mainly along the public footpath to 
create a new hedgerow.  The remaining 400 or so were planted 
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We dig (more) trees cont. 
on our normal Thursday session but with an exceptional turn out 
of 15 volunteers and it was really refreshing to see the added help 
from some extra younger volunteers seen below.

These trees were used to plant up the bank where the Laurel trees 
had recently been removed, with a mixture of native tree and 
hedgerow species. In time this area should develop into another 
species rich corridor for wildlife rather than the shaded, barren area 
it had become.

Some of the gaps in the existing roadside boundary hedge were also 
planted up and we will continue concentrating on this area if and 
when more trees become available.

A look to the future, cont. 

Changes are coming. 

Very early in 2023 (probably early 
January) we are expecting Thames 
Water’s tree contractors to start work on 
the Miyawaki forest in the works field 
area with planting taking place as early 
as mid January. These dates are still not 
finalised but if possible we will publish 
once they have been confirmed as I’m 
sure some of you would like to get 
involved.

Again no dates have been finalised as 
work on other projects are still ongoing, 
but we are expecting the groundwork 
contractors back on site before the end 
of the Winter to complete the 
landscaping of the South meadow 
wetlands. Once we know how things will 
look on the South meadow and the work 
is complete with water reintroduced, 
then we can make the final decision on 
the positioning and design of a bird 
viewing platform/ screen. We anticipate 
the construction of this taking place 
during the early Summer months, 
hopefully ready for use in time to see an 
influx of Autumn and Winter visiting 

waterfowl and waders. 🤞 🤞 .

Hopefully by then the planned footpath 
link between the hide and public 
footpaths will be open. We plan to 
restrict the use of this footpath to 
members only.

I’m afraid no dogs will be allowed in this 
area due to the close proximity to bird 
breeding areas and access may be limited 
to certain months of the year when any 
disturbance must be kept to a minimum.
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Visiting Winter waders. 

Jack Snipe or Common 
Snipe? 

With all of the ground and most of the 
open water on the reserve frozen for a 
prolonged period during the recent cold 
spell, the birds that rely on these areas 
to find their food have had a hard time 
recently.

Species such as Little Grebe and Tufted 
Duck that forage for food by diving 
underwater must suffer more than 
most. The Water Rails were seen in 
numbers feeding at the end of the Dry 
lagoon where the water leaves the 
culvert and I personally spotted at least 
5 here at one point. Other species have 
also taken advantage of these unfrozen 
areas with Unstead first recorded Jack 
Snipe since 2012 being seen by a lucky 
few in the same area. 

The two top photographs opposite 
show the differences between the much 
smaller Jack Snipe on the left and the 
Snipe on the right. They both enjoy 
feeding in similar wet muddy habitats 
but the Snipe can probe much deeper 
with its much longer bill. 

The middle photograph shows how 
difficult Jack Snipe are to spot with 
their cryptic plumage and their ability 
to sit very still for long periods. This 
image of the recent sightings was 
supplied by one of our members,  John 
Gouldsmith.

Hard times for the birds.

Sunday Work-party reminder 
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