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We Dig Trees, (big time)!

Volunteer news

As mentioned in last months newsletter we aim to transform the
Works eld area from a bit of a “scrubby wasteland” into an area of
mixed native woodland.
The rst step towards this was achieved when we managed to
plant in excess of 360 trees on the reserve on Sunday March 13th.
Thankfully we had the biggest turn out so far on our Sunday work
party with 21 willing volunteers completing the task with lots of
energy and enthusiasm. It was also good to see that we are
attracting younger volunteers and involving the wider community
which are two of the groups long term aims.
The trees were donated by The Woodland Trust, TCV ( The
ConservationVolunteers) and Thomson Environmental
Consultants who are a local company based in Guildford.
The trees were mainly planted in the works eld in two rectangular
blocks with a list of species that included English Oak, Hornbeam,
Green Beach, Silver Birch, Downy Birch, Hazel, Aspen, Field
Maple, Goat Willow, Crab Apple, Wild Cherry and Bird Cherry.
Smaller growing species such as Hawthorn, Spindle, Dogwood,
Dog Rose and Honeysuckle were used to establish an area of lower
scrub towards the back of the works eld.
The Blackthorn thicket started last year close to the hide was also
slightly extended and 25 Black Poplar trees were planted in the
“Back of lagoon area”as they prefer these more boggy conditions.
The planting of these trees will be recorded on The Queens Green
Canopy website adding to “Plant a tree for the Queens jubilee”.

Unstead Nature Community Group is a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered charity No. 1196835.

fi

fi

fi

fi

1

The South Meadow.
Volunteer news cont.

We have mentioned previously the possibility of help from
Thames Water in the creation of open water areas and scrapes
across the Eastern end of the South meadow. Literally at the time
of going to press Thames Water have very kindly donated a
healthy sum of money to help with the development of the South
meadow and Public footpath areas. Meanwhile we have been
trying to create more open wet areas and slowly remove the
abundance of Stinging Nettles by hand. This is achieved by
opening up the water outlets from the footpath culvert and
letting the water nd its natural route across the meadow, aided
by stripping back the dense mat of Nettle roots that have slowly
choked the water supply.
Because the water table across the South meadow is now quite
high the end result is a network of shallow channels holding
water as can be seen in the top two photographs opposite.
We carried out work on the West end of the South meadow
during January and February to open up scrapes and cut back
some of the Rush areas hopefully to attract Waders. Happily I
can con rm Snipe are using this area, only a single bird has been
photographed but because of their cryptic markings they are
di cult to spot so there could quite easily be more. The top
photograph is the original straight from the camera, below a
cropped version to highlight how di cult they are to spot,
something else to look out for on your walks around the reserve.

Work has continued on the footpath
leading down to the section of
Boardwalk between the South meadow
and the Dry lagoon with a layer of
gravel providing a more even walking
surface, as seen in the photograph
above. We plan to extend this footpath
over the next few weeks to form a link
with the hide footpath, however once
nished, to limit disturbance to wildlife
access will be limited to members only
Unstead Nature Community Group is a
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Our tribute to those lost
through Covid.

Volunteer news cont.
Volunteer numbers continue to
grow.
It seems that as word spreads about the
work we are doing at Unstead the number
of volunteers we are seeing on our regular
Thursday work party sessions continues to
grow.
Although numbers vary week on week
depending on peoples availability there is a
pool of at least 25 individuals that help us
out on a regular basis. This, when
combined with the great turn out of 21
volunteers for our Sunday Tree planting
session in March is hugely encouraging.

Butterfly surveys.
Following last months request for a
volunteer to help us with our Butter y
surveying I’m happy to report that we
have a willing volunteer. Thanks to one of
our members, Paul Mattos, who has kindly
o ered to carry out a weekly survey across
a regular Transect route beginning in April.

The bulk of the work to prepare the ground for the hedgerow
alongside the South meadow was carried out during
Lockdown restrictions in late 2020/early 2021. As a tting
tribute to those lost through the Covid pandemic and as a
lasting reminder to those of us involved we named the
hedgerow “The Lockdown Legacy hedge”.
You will now see that a commemorative plaque has been
installed as a permanent reminder to us all, thanks to local
resident and volunteer John Smith for his e orts and
generosity in providing and installing this special plaque.

New Duck tube design is a hit.

This is quite a commitment as the survey
period lasts for 26 weeks and surveys can
only successfully be carried out when the
Temperature is above 13 to 14 degrees with
dry weather conditions when the wind is
low.
Although Unstead is probably not the best
habitat for Butter ies currently we have 16
species on our recorded list, hopefully
with Pauls experience and by carrying out
routine surveys this will increase.
Our improved Duck nesting tube design seems to get the
approval from our local Mallard population with at least one
occupied and others under investigation from prospective
nesting females.
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Seen on the reserve in March.
Seen in March.
Spring has well and truly sprung, the rst
Spring owers are beginning to bloom,
Butter ies are starting to appear and the
Birds are well and truly in the breeding
mood.
Spotted by Chris last month the Water
Shrews are seen quite regularly feeding in the
culvert and I was fortunate enough to get a
series of photographs of two entering and
leaving a small hole in the concrete culvert
wall ( see opposite), where I’m sure they will
be breeding.
The Marsh Marigold shown below is one of
at least ve we have established by splitting a
large plant donated by Colin Green. We also
dotted several Flag Iris around the reserve,
these were taken from the compound ponds
when they were cleared last year, hopefully
these will ower this year adding even more
colour.

Fox.

Lapwing.

Water Shrew.

Both Frogs and Common Toads have been
spotted in various locations obviously with
spawning on their minds, and the Spring
migrant birds have started to appear with
Chi cha and Blackcap rst to arrive.
I’m pleased to report that at the time of
writing the Water Rails are still showing well
especially in front of the hide.
Female Reed Bunting.

Unstead Nature Community Group is a
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Water Rail.
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Seen in March cont.

Seen on the reserve in March
cont.

(Every days a school day).
The two photographs of Chi cha below
were taken recently at Unstead and they
demonstrate how you can tell if they are
freshly migrated birds. Migrating
Chi cha will feed on Nectar either just
before or during migration for the extra
energy it gives. They develop a slightly
darker patch and a “nectar horn” on their
forehead where the feathers are stuck
together which can be clearly seen on these
two birds.
This will disappear over time as their diet
reverts back to insects.

Small Tortoiseshell

Red Admiral

( Thanks to Shaun Ferguson Surrey Birding
Facebook for this insight).

Male & Female Common Toad.

Dunnock in full song.

Unstead Nature Community Group is a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation

The recent warm weather in Mid March brought out the
Butter ies, prompted the Frogs and Toads to head for water to
spawn and encouraged the birds to start singing in earnest.
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Caption competition.
Volunteer news cont.

No it’s not an April fool, this female Mallard was spotted
prospecting potential nest sights in and around the North
meadow recently. Obviously this box is a bit small and in any case
we think it has already been earmarked by a pair of Blue Tits.
A supply of fence posts

As a bit of fun I thought we could have a “Caption competition”
for this photograph, your entries can be sent to me on my usual
email address warden@unstead-reserve.org . I’m not sure what
the prize will be for the winning caption but the winner will
certainly be named in our May newsletter.

Help from the RSPB.

Fence under
construction.

A number of the regular Unstead volunteers also help out with
the RSPB at their Farnham Heath site where recently we have
been Coppicing Sweet Chestnut to provide replacement fencing
posts from a sustainable source. Chestnut contains naturally
occurring tannins which means there is no need for any treatment
and once erected is maintenance free, a much greener option all
round.
Thanks to the generosity of the Warden, Assistant Warden and
the help of the Farnham Heath volunteer group we have been
donated a signi cant number of these posts which were collected
and delivered to Unstead with the help of Stuart’s Land Rover
(see opposite).

Unstead Nature Community Group is a

1st. Fence Section complete.

Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered charity No. 1196835.

These are used in the construction of a fence to prevent access to
the culvert and South meadow from the public footpath. We
hope to complete the installation of this fence line over the
coming weeks. Long term we plan to plant another native mixed
hedgerow alongside this fence-line which will link up the newly
planted works eld wood and the footpath hedgerow to the hide
providing an almost continuous corridor for wildlife.
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What do you think of it so far?
A request from your Trustees.
Membership numbers
continue to grow.
I’m sure I’ve said this before in previous
newsletters but just in case I haven’t,
thanks to all of our members for their
continued moral and nancial support,
without this a lot of the improvement
works we are doing around the reserve
would not be possible.
Chris our Treasurer and membership
Secretary informs me that we now have 111
members which is a fantastic response for
our rst full year of membership.
Hopefully you will see from the number of
regular Thursday and Sunday volunteers we
have that we are a really welcoming group
and as well as hearing your thoughts
through our members survey opposite, we
are always happy for you to stop and have a
chat with you as you visit the reserve.
Although dates are not con rmed yet we
are planning another open day during the
early Summer months and we also have
some ideas for further membership group
activities that you can get involved in such
as Dawn Chorus walks, group bird
watching sessions, specialised surveys.
If you would be interested in any of these
activities or others you can think of, could
you please indicate so in your response to
the members survey opposite. We are keen
to share our experiences of the reserve with
a wider audience and wherever possible
keep membership involvement a priority..
We look forward to your continued support
in the coming years. Thanks again.

As we enter our second year, the Trustees of the UNCG would
like to hear from you. In this article you will find some questions
that you might use to frame your response. Please send your
replies to chair@unstead-reserve.com.
The survey will be open for about six weeks and we will report
on the outcome at the General Meeting planned for 19:30 on 18th
May 2022 at The Jack Philips Godalming (Wetherspoons), more
details will follow. There will also be a follow-up article in a
subsequent Newsletter that speaks to the findings of the survey.
The key questions that could serve as the basis of your replies
are:
1. Are you satisfied with your membership?
2. How likely are you to renew your membership (thank you if
you already have)?
3. How often do you visit the reserve?
4. What might entice you to visit the reserve more frequently?
5. What activities would you be interested in attending?
6. What could the Trustees do to improve your membership of
UNCG?
7. What help could you offer to assist the Trustees improve
UNCG?
8. Do you plan to attend the General Meeting on 18th May 2022?
Thank you for giving these matters some thought. The Trustees
would greatly appreciate hearing from you.

Next Sunday Work Party.
The next Sunday Work Party will be on Sunday April
10th. If you wish to join in please meet at the hide for
a 09:30 start, we usually nish by 13:30 or earlier.
(No tools required) but please bring gardening
gloves, wear appropriate clothing for the weather
and bring your own refreshments for tea break.
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