1st. June 2021

UNCG NEWS
June 2021 . Issue06

International Dawn Chorus
Day.

Volunteer news.
Viewing Hide.
Hopefully it won’t be too long now
(with the further easing of Covid
restrictions) before we can open up
the viewing hide for members to use
on selected dates.
Up to now the hide has been used as a
storage facility, but this situation has
been improved by the restoration of
“Smiffy’s shed” and the construction of
an add on bird feed store to the side
of the hide. Thanks to Stuart, our
regular “ xer” for his carpentry skills
which never cease to amaze the rest of
us mere mortals.

International Dawn Chorus Day is the worldwide celebration
of one of nature’s greatest sounds, so I got up nice and early
and made my way down to the Dry lagoon. The link below will
take you to a short video recording I took of the sounds I
heard just after 06:00, (I hope the link works and that you
enjoy it, don’t forget to turn the volume up)
You could always try and see how many di erent bird species
you can hear, all species (not just the songbirds and warblers),
there are no prizes but if you are fairly con dent in your bird
identi cation skills email your list to Janet and we will publish
your thoughts next month.
https:// ic.kr/p/2kWpBiq

Social media question results;
Last month we asked which if any social media platform you
would prefer the group to use?
Firstly all those who responded wish to retain the newsletter as a
primary source of regular information. Although by no means a
scienti c survey the rst choice for social media is for a group
website. Having looked at similar sized nature reserve websites
it seems they also contain links to other social media platforms
such as Facebook and Twitter, so if any of our readers have
1
experience in creating a website and would like to help us out
with some suggestions can they please email Janet.
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“I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree”.
Volunteer news continued.
Our sincerest thanks go to Audrey & Mike Galloway, Cindi &
Andrew Lockett and Cathie & John Smith for their generous
tree donations.

Disused Compound.
Work has continued with the clearing of
the compound area, one of the small
ponds was choked with vegetation, a
mix of Common Reed and Flag Iris. The
best of these plants were saved and
replanted in other areas around the
reserve to add variety and colour and to
help stabilise some of the lagoon banks.
The remaining large pond has now been
cleared and made ready as a nursery
area for wetland plants which we hope
to harvest around the reserve and grow
on to be introduced elsewhere.

The new trees are all Field Maples which are fantastic trees for
wildlife, they attract aphids and therefore their predators
including birds, hover ies and ladybirds . The leaves are eaten
by several moth caterpillar species and they come with the
added bonus that the leaves have beautiful rich golden yellow
colouring during the Autumn months
Each tree has been clearly marked and will be allowed to mature
as a “Standard hedgerow tree” while the rest of the hedgerow is
trimmed to form a nice thick habitat rich hedge

The Dry lagoon.

Cindi.

Mike.

Audrey Cindi and Mike.

Cathie and John.

Luckily the Canada Goose eggs on the

raft hatched just before it nally
capsized completely in the recent strong
winds. All 4 of the eggs hatched
successfully (one of the empty shells can
be seen just above the waterline). It
seems the barrels we found around the
reserve were not as watertight as we
hoped and you will see on the following
page that the raft has now been
transformed into a nest platform.
A replacement slightly smaller raft has
been constructed using new buoyancy
containers so hopefully this will last a bit
longer..
Unstead Nature Community Group 2021.
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New life abounds everywhere!
A pair of Canada Geese and seven Goslings (see front page
banner photograph) appeared on the Dry Lagoon early this
month, and after a short while they then made their way onto
the North Meadow. This was around lunchtime but strangely
they were not seen here that evening, we suspect they crossed
the road and are now in the horse eld

Volunteer news continued.
Dry Lagoon cont.

Despite this mystery, Little Grebes, Mallards, Egyptian Geese,
Moorhen and Coot have all been spotted with young and the
number of resident birds is growing by the day. At the time of
writing a Female Mallard is back in the nest tube on the Dry
lagoon we think with her second brood and Black headed Gulls
and Common Terns are investigating the new platforms in the
Dry lagoon

Recycled original raft, now a
nest platform.

The nest shown below is that of a Long tailed Tit pair, the nest
was accidentally discovered next to the public footpath while
we were holding the site meeting with Thames Water described
on page 5. We made sure the occupants had edged before this
photograph was taken

New, hopefully more
buoyant raft.

More Nesting birds.
As well as the wetland birds mentioned
opposite we have noted 4 of the Tit boxes
are in use 3 with Blue Tits and 1 Great Tit
pair. Other nesting activity around the
reserve spotted and recorded in the main by
Janet are as follows
Nest building and/or feeding activity from
Wren, Goldcrest, Robin, Green nch, Long
tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Whitethroat,
Black headed Gull, House Martin, Carrion
Crow and Magpie. Full details will
eventually be reported in our annual report.
Unstead Nature Community Group 2021.
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Summer visitors seen on
the reserve during May.
Surrey Botanical Society
(SWT) visit.
We enjoyed showing two of the
Surrey Botanical Society team around
the reserve on Monday 17th May.
Isobel Girvan who is also Surrey
Wildlife Trusts Principal Ecologist as
well as a budding birder and Sue
Cooper.
Both Isobel and Sue were duly
impressed not only by the amount of
work we have achieved in a relatively
short period of time, but they also
commented on our obviously
considered approach to enhancing
the reserve and gave us some very
valuable pointers for future work.
We have up to now been unsure how
to manage the Eastern lagoon which
is heavily choked with Willow and
Birch. However apparently wet
woodland is a valuable but quickly
disappearing habitat nationally and
we are fortunate to have two distinct
areas that we can work with. The area
North of the pond which is long
established wet woodland and best
managed by leaving it alone, whereas
the Eastern lagoon is newly
successional wet woodland that will
bene t from some conservation
intervention.
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During their walk around, both
Isobel and Sue made notes of the
various plant and tree species they
spotted and although not a fully
comprehensive list of everything on
site, they have sent us a list of
everything they noted which totals
over 100 species. Eventually we hope
to create a full list of all species
identi ed on site of both terrestrial
Unstead
Nature
Community
Group
and
aquatic
plants
and their
work2021.
has
given us a great starting platform.

Swift

Swallow

House Martin

Hobby, (this photograph was
not taken at Unstead)

Female Blackcap

Male Blackcap

Common Whitethroat

Garden Warbler

Sedge Warbler
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Recent Thames Water
meeting.
We had a very encouraging meeting during early May, a follow
up meeting with Becky Elliot, Thames Water’s Senior
Ecologist, accompanied by their wetland specialist
contractors Glyn and Barry from Aquatic Engineering and
Dan Strange from Thames Water’s process and compliance
team

Small Mammal survey.
Again in order to better understand
what species can be found on the
reserve, we are carrying out the rst of
a number of small mammal trapping
surveys we intend to complete across
the various areas of the reserve.

Encouraging because of the very positive feedback we have
received to our documented future plans to improve the
reserve. These plans include our visions for how each of the
separate areas within the reserve can be improved to create
more diversity in wildlife habitats and to provide better
public access across the reserve

We use “Longworth traps” which have
been used extensively for small
mammal trapping for a number of
years, they provide a large space for
food and bedding material so that the
trapped mammals are comfortable
until their release. The traps have been
supplied by SWT & Surrey Mammal
Group and the survey is being carried
out under the expert guidance of
Derek Smith who is a keen self taught
mammal enthusiast with lots of
trapping experience. We hope to have
more information complete with some
“species recorded” photographs for
next months newsletter.

An example of one of these suggestions is for the creation of
more open water across the South meadow and the
construction of a Pond dipping/ bird viewing platform with
wheelchair access adjacent to the public footpath area, as
seen in the plan shown under the “South Meadow proposal”
heading opposite which was kindly drawn up by John Smith
As you will appreciate there are a lot of things to consider
with this and our other proposals, not least the impact any
major work done on the reserve may have beyond the reserve
boundary. Remembering that any water leaving the reserve
enters the River Wey on the adjacent Wey Valley Meadows
SSSI site, so as well as onsite trial holes and surveys testing
water and soil conditions, Thames Water with the help of
Aquatic Engineering will be preparing a concept design
( hopefully closely based on our submissions), which will then
be the subject of discussion with all interested parties such as
The Environment Agency, Natural England and The County
Ecologist etc

South Meadow proposal.

Because of this very necessary process and the need to make
sure any work has minimum impact on wildlife, it is unlikely
any work will start until the Autumn/ Winter months with
anticipated completion of this phase in the Spring of 2022.
Although this may restrict our normal routine Winter
conservation tasks in some parts of the reserve we are
con dent we will have enough work to run midweek and
weekend work parties that will involve the help of an
anticipated growing number of new volunteers

Unstead Nature Community Group 2021.
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